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PANAT-IA — In v_b"t they cilia U M th« larsost and most 
xirtant operation" of its kind In thL* country, Panamanian 
koritlcs have a:;cs:rd m American, three Chileans and 
’V.c:udtrcir.j and accused than of enni££ftag up to. I0d 
i (7Z0 pounds) of cocaine annually Into thtfUnited States. 

IV aW,;ed ringleader ii IMgsrd Meier,' 49, a German- 
r, Amencan who served with 'the U.S. Army from IMS to' 
3. sune of ihiTiunc ts a counter intdligsncft agent, before 
;,* r - J„ Anca, Ct.ilr. according to a statement he made to 
diMiiv : attorney's office here. 

Meier, who denies involvement In drug smuggling but ad- 
i in knowing end having dealt with auch smugglers. left 
■ s it>e3 v-hcr. :t closed ii a frea poji. lie cam a to Pirn** 


or.e§: 


mu where be acquired a finn. Pan Mundial.m which he ia 
president and general manager. 
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QMSOfr T SI2 TltR EE CIOLEAStS arrested, Jorge Mu noz, 
17, named Meier Uic ringlcad erlna sworn statement, accord- 
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he la cocaine from ships arrivln { from South America. Then he gets 

(t a nd 'selji ' part of it is Panama, and the rest he sends 

— abroad,” Munoz's statement suld.- Munoz said he believed - 

pnoz, Lhfit McJe4 . , hout 10Q kilos of cosine a year.._ 


Ing to th e district "attorney's offica. . 
W; i ThTj~ij a well-organized band 


A*V l ma 13 a well-organized band of aruy, trofficKcrs, the 
b rims 'of which is Eclnanl Meier. As manager of PanMundl.il, 
bs sends a letter to the cmplo yraentasency InOMboafin tho 
ITS • contron?<fPan ama Can al Zone), giving n otice t hat such 
.jancjl^ ' ^H a person vviirwork as,\ talesman Tor hU company." 
so that Inis p erson 1> issued a pass to sell g oods to 3hlps ar- 
riving In Cristobal;* Munor's statement said . __ 

- (r I¥esej^fso QSjy-'ho pose as salocm nnTor Motor got tha 


— MEI&R TOLD PANA VIANIAN authorities that his Chil- 

— ean wife, who comes t > Panama about once every' four 
_ months, operates a store it Arica in partnership with Roberto 
Bravo. Bravo, • Pannmanla a au^ioriUcs dalnv. Is listed as t a . 
narcotics trafficker In Chile. ' 

bctalncd along with Mime: cr.d Meier were Alcldes Paez 
Gonzaiar and Esteban M. Vilanobo, both Cbiltana. and Cciar 
H. Carafe* irndTSesuildo . u Agui lar, Ecuadoroaaa. They were 
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arrested Aug. 4 in raids on premises occupied by Munoz is r.. 
Paez Gonzalez, both of wlTom had cocaine. 'Meier was arreii 
ed Aug. 12. . . • 

, In an effort to rebut repeated charges that Panama is or.: 
“or the centers for drug traffic into the U. S. with the know 1 
edge ct the Panamanian government, ihe district attorney': 
office said that through the arrests M llie> government of Pana- 
ma thus meets its international obligations to repress thi. 
traffic. The largest volume of which, as shown by the slate- 
menu of the traffickers, is carried via the maritime route, o., 
ships transiting the ccnal and operating in Car.ai Zone pars 
which arc under North American jurisdiction. Tba head of 
the band is an American citizen,'* 
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